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the annual training, were impending. A new
scheme of army mobilisation - the result of
three years' concentrated work at the War Office
- had just been devised, and was to be examined
and tested at Aldershot None of these tasks were
fated to be completed. On the 2gth June, 1914,
a shot, fired by a young consumptive with, at the
best, but a few years to live, killed the heir to the
Austrian throne ; and in a few brief weeks Europe
was at war.